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LETTERS FROM A
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SCHOQOL ACTOR

By A. H. Giebler~ e o

of him owning o automabiin and then that fat actor sald he had an idea, and
P SRS WL Deve, thy 1 snys; "\'t‘-‘u ‘lnhiuk you sra awfully smarct, [ sald: “Tioes It hurt your head?’ just to show
next time you hear from do't you?* and he seen that 1T wian mad and  him 1 could get aff some of them wheezes, oo,

me I will b working for didn't ger off any more of them Jokes on ne. i 1 wanted to, a= well an he could,
another movie company, We started maklog them double sxposure At hie told J 0, 1t would be a good LhIng
;'; ¥ { am golng to aquit the pleturea yvesterday, and It Is the funnlost l..r‘_-l te write o scenarip .nhnut an amatéur actor
of meting 1 ever dane. 1 am suppoged o have and show how he tries to act, and all tha

Oceldental Company be- A brother that looks sp much like me you can't time makes mistakes, nnd Mabel says
eayse they don't KnoW tell us apart, and he is a crosk and 1 am a “Put we and Tom In as stars; 1 guesa hs
a good actor like me when delective, and I have (o play bolh purts, ind 1 Wiow lee= gbout detlng than any two

they seo ons. I told J. J Murphy 1 didn't like to play nn  people drawing salarles.’

No movie acter that has seted for them ns crook parts, because the people in the shows But . J. thought wp another way Lo fix the
don't never like the villaing, and he sald that play, and it 18 & bam way; It gives that fat

hard ns I have, and made all them good plc-
tures for them and got two girls lke Lucy and
Mabel to act for them, snd run Into & plonic
whérs thers was a lot of girle with nothing on
but my nightshirt and stepped onto that ple
and pulled off good comedy stuft ths way 1
did, hadn't ought to be treated like I have
been treated,

1t looked llke evervthing wes golng to be sll

right, and then everything was changod on
#coount of that fat boob of san metor, Mercer
Lansing. He thinks he is awful gmart. but he
15 nothing but a smart ellek, He iy a English-
man and ecan't hardly talk our language. He
calls the movies “the sllent drama” and the
way he saya the word you would think he was
talking about drawing some water out of the
eletern, or mavbe drawing a pleture. And he
don't drink nothing but tea, and Lucy Is a
little fool to got & whole dollar's worth of tea,
which 1s only good for slek peopls and molly-
caddles, so she can give him some when he
eomes Lo her ranch,

And when any one gots off a joke he calls it
a wheexo. He got off one of his wheszes on
me and If he gets off any more of them 1 am
Buble to up and Lust Bim with something, You
Know me. We was talking about movie actors,
end he eald, “Do you know, Mr. Boggs, that
you put me In mind of one of your ecelebrated
sllent actora?”

I thought he must mean Francls X. Bush-
man of mavbe Henry B, Walthall, and 1 asked
bim whichh one of them it wns, and he sold:

“Well, to tell you the truth, you remind me
of both of tiem."

I asked Nim why I reminded him of them,
and he said:

“Bucauses you are so different.”

T oouldn't sed anything funny about that, oan
You Dave? 1 gucss It Is just one of themn Eng-
lish dokes that nobwody don't understand but

an Engilehman that deinks tea, but they all
Jaughed and thought it wus a good joke, but it
18 because they are all stuck on him on account

the ¥illain
papers, of
b the Ltraln

llencon love any-

playing a comedy crook Isn't like
that Is all the time stealings the
tyving the girl on the rallrond tr;
will pun over har, and that an
body that will make them laugh,

1 sald that wos all vight but it looked to mo
like if 1 was going to play two parts 1 ought
to get mors pay, and he sald, “You will be lucky
to get any pay If things don't pick up with ua
and we don't get a bettér outlet for our films
than we've got '’

Bo you see I won't ha losing
quit this company, which I will
treal me better.

We started In to practice the scenes, and J
J. nsked ma If I understood double
and I sald yes, becauss It don't do Lo say you
don't know anyihing that way, 1 did know a
good deal about it, and I give Bennle Steinbugh
some clgars and he told me some more, 1 told
him to tell me vight, and be said

“Tommy, you pain Aln't we
Far be It from me to tell a friend
something wrong.”

This Is the way oul of . Tave. You
to the scene from one slde and nct on one =ide
of the camera, and the other slde is manked,
Aand then you go over on Lhe other glde of the

much If 1
If they don't

do

cXposurs,

frlends?
ke you

me

COMme

acene and work out the other parl, and the
other slde |8 masked, nnt when the Nlm i
devaloped It shows vou In two places, ke

You was talking to yourself

The first scene wos where 1 hava (o shont my-
2elf, and 1 come In the secne and acted ke
Twan mad. T pointed my fnger and sald, “hold
up your hands.*: Ang J, 1. sald to shoot, and 1
pulled oyt my gun and =hot at the wall, mnd
then I run oveér an the other mds of Tthe
LI U arld fell ovar 1iKe I was shot; and every-
body hollerad and Inughed, and I thought It
. Was beeause | was acting so good: but they was
laughing at me, and T told them they hadn't
ought to Inugh &t & solemn meens whepe o man
s shot

J. J. =ays: "Tom, YoM get worse all the time,”

Laob sl The good work te do. Him and Flora,
the fat girl that was working In Mr. Oroas-
Wnd's compuny, I8 golng to work with us and

e hilg wife, and they will be in front of the
/{.Alnﬂr:l sl the time. They will ba two fat
ones together, and there won't be any room for
anybody else when they get there, and he
win't never done no movie acting at all, and
he will Nind out It alnt s0 easy He in just
4 eamern louse, Dave, that's whut they call
actors that want to be In the picture all the
time, In the movies,

J. J. Murphy stayved up all night writing the

scenaria over so 1 wouldn't have no good part
In ithe play, and that is the reason why 1 am
golng ta qult and go with some bigger com-
pany, that don't go crazy over no fat boob
thist drinks tea and can't hardly talk our lan-
Euige, and says cawnt for ecan’'t. He'll be
gaying awnl for alnt =oime of these days

1 mues=s 1'I1 stay until they get this picture
fnlshed, bscavse 1 don’'t want to guit and
bust tham up, maybhe, and catise Mabel and
Liley o loge thelr jobs on my aecount, but as
£00n ne It I8 fnlshed 1 will say good-bye

We made some of them RCAnes the now Way,
I' wm still golng to be Tin Star Tom, the
dalective. That fat boob s a rich man that
fnm got lots of monev, and Flara i his wife,
und. they get me for a datective to follow
them around (0 siee thal they don't get robbed
or sanvihing ke that, and there ia another man
that I= a like when | am iny
birother,

eroolt  jus* mo
He drasses up to make himsaif look ke tha
fat boob, and I ean't tell them apart. T am my

own brother, and we can’'t tell ourselves apart,

and when T play my brother the crook, T make
thom Dellove T um the delective and gt In
thoir room, and before 1his | have to tle my~

solf and bhe ghut up In s big trunk, and when
1 get out the fat crook has got me and locks
me un N o elopet, and T come In and arrest
the fat for the il erookerd
5L ofie gels away with tne money, and 1 put

e arook, rhe

e,
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ALESEA SURATT
girl wha sald
just going 'o bea an ac-

she was

Lrass whather nr ni,

mnde good her boast and
became the whirlwind of
vaudeaville, registered In

blg theaters and hig box-
oMea rechipte, and then stepped from the reg-
ular stags Into the camera's focus and made a
Nit, ngalf taok to the speaking stage, but s
now ooming back Into pictures with the Fox

e,

ALESKA X\ /
St'JQATT

IN
TWO

POES

Carpuration, and f she Pares anyt
tasires of thousands nf flm fans=, she W

thers

Valeska Surstt s an #xamplo
ey sl do when L ed 1
LU 5 Lattle Yaleska S Ll
i pade up har mind 1o g0 !

At fis ent Sha didn't go dir
T { w5 fivrne Iz deviou Tho 1 "
r frat 1
LB S verre nld

Thir aho got War first rorfitior that of '
i 1l n the miliner 1 "t
‘The eildry wae rint larce 1T Mie urait o
g, juat the same, ang y il
fave rapintéred Jusl Ag

¥
or of HEnts=

& &he hoe

teniy

af dvamatie nrt I the . . :
not kept growing 2nd urging (

ghe went to Chieago  wher . N
time; sha got heér chance ar 1 ' v or
the fAret time n the Hits, Biright Uz P
mimie winid

Valeiva Surptlota Al re % o -
flenpite the forelen an | = i t "
of her name, it e Tier O <
Terve Havte, [

When siie mads op her mind t :
and name on the Ve "
own Astarmineiinn o win . |

skl AN 8 caneny g N

Bhe had péreanal T %
nuality without wr ne ol .1 ¢
lArvke ajocess on the singe L] N tfu f
veslized that puelity orF gave 1t a nome In
early dave. but Mlnce then, however, ahe ig
made (ha most of thia luecky possossing

Thers 1a much talk and conlection n
whnt &re the Ihgredients that m ( ;

o the stnge or in the =tudlo ! et
Ihat 1t Is mere good looks This I (ar from t

In fact, thes

pieture. stage

truth;: good
Iutely necessary on
In leading parta (he heralne must Ins

looks help:
the moving

vrinbly b

heautiful or striking, but there ls somathing
more than good looks needed
Artistlo tempernment and personality  are

really the Ingredient= of suceess. that and noth-
Ing else. The abllity to with thoe artist's
vislon—the ability te do and make n bl
the artiat's bralne. There must be Individualit
and the abllity to express It—to put It over ns
they say on the stage

Misa Buratt possesses Individuality to a large
degrea, Bha s herself and a= o striking
self’* gha prolects her personality to the au-
dlence she 18 entértalning to a large and zatls-
fying degree; matiefying to the audience In en-
tértalnment, and satisfyving to herself In grati.
fication, fames, and Inst. but not least, In del-
lara.

fre

]

“haer-

the rich one In the closel and find mys=alf In
thara. It Is &Il mixed up, and that I= ‘the
repson 1 am explaining It all to sou, 50 you
will underatand it when you see it

You needn't be surprised that J. J. had na
headaches the day after he wrota all of that

down.

We made that scepne where T am locked up In
the trunk. That was double work, oo, T comn
in the room and look for clues with a magnify-
ing glass and open up the trunk Then they
gtop the camera and go back a plece on tha
film and T come In on the other side of tha
camern and see myeelf looking In the trunk,
then, it looks just llke I push myself In the
trunk, but that ain’'t me: It Is a bix extra actor
that is as big ns me and dresses like me.

Where I lopk at myself I face the camera
=0 that the avdiencs gets a good look at ma
looking atL myself, and when I turn my face
and go toward the trunk Murphy hollered “cut™
and they stopped the eamérn and made an-
other scene whers the extra stands= in my
place and pushes me In the trunk and locks me
in, and It looks just like 1 had pushed my-
self In the trunk, and will fool everyhods

It was awful hot In that trunk, and preity
goan, when 1 wax about smothered, 1 heard
Murpihy holler: “Whers 18 Tom™' and 1 =ald, T
am In the trunk."” and Lucy ran and opehed the
Mid and throwed n glass of water In my face, and
pretty soon I was all right, and J. T =ays

“Iiaryon go to sleep In there™’ and I sald:

“No, 1 thought vou whas golng to make that
other soane where 1 2m fourndd In the trunk, and
I woluld have (o stay in there''

"What It we didn't 1ake It tH next
e anys, “vou could have got In agaln for that
scelie, couldn’t

But 1 never thought of that, and that's what

work"

o

_of them

you get oul hers, Dave, whén you W'y o nct
;Iu- best you hknow how, somebody hollers at
yvou and says ‘hell-fira,”" Jike J. J. I5 always
A VINE

And that mt ool siys

“11 meeme our young frlend who watited to
gt me for the film stretchel has A bit 1o
lanrn about the stleat drama himself'

1 fust give him & look and sald

I wuces you want somebndy to glve you a

cup of tea, doan’t you?" and he never saild noth-
Ing maore

Luey and Mabel are golng 1o bo Wis daughters
in the play, and he has to kiss them o lot avery
timie he goes away somawheres, and 1 told Luey
thit the wny folka «id; they didn't
kise thele giris every tim2:they turned around,
and I sald

“Your pa don't kissi you every tlime ke goea
out of the houss, does he?

Bhe sald: “Neo. but thle is a comedy, and 1s
to mive the ecrook that looks llka the rleh man
A chanee to Klas ue & lot,” and he plays both
purts, which ought to have been my
part, ns 1 am (the star,

Luecy snld: "Do you want me to tell Mabel
not stand for IH? T will If you say so, be-
cause T am Jenlois af her, you know. | have
got plans on that big awtoambbile and them
diamonds Mr. Lansing wears.'*

Aln't It<fanny, Dave, how a girl will get
stuck on somebody that Is fat and not a bit
good looking, just becnuwse he has gdt an au-
lomabile, #dnd favie them dlemonds are made

wosn't

out of glasa or dlum, aud would melt if they
gol out ln the raln

I am going 1o get an automobile as woon as.
I eel Bnough moned saved up Liotw af the
movie actors have got ene One actor has
got on aulomobile that |s painted white, but

mine will be palnted red with
sldes, and when Luey

my name on the
Al Mabel sees me golng
by I Iv they Wil wisgh they had not married
a blg fal slob that wil)| take nearly all the
reom In an automobile, and don't drink notlh-
Ing but tea, and In o mollveoddie

I et I e was drink three of

them stingera dowh at Jake's place he Would

o Wi or

personality will nearly always find an outlst
if It {8 sought for long enough, and the secker liag
ths energy and datérmination—the energy and
ambition that made Valeska Suratt design
atriking amd artistie headgear in the millinery
department of the big stors wherse she first
worked, and earned her first 88 a week., This
was (hs #ame force that enabled her to con-
cotva and exseute s=iriking situations on the
8 ]
-‘?T_';hn saleswoman who fits the hat on your
head In the millinery shop you patranize, with
{ha wot and effect that you mever can gain, 4

UNDERPWOOD
and
wv_awaq

ihe were to transfag

an artisl, and no Aoul.
herseif to t tped, #he woplil win, Just af
A = hank won, B bigsgus plice In Lhe
£ hat furbelow depuriment
| o
Ly T W s name s A hyword In the

Metle tricks thal

paTdor '.,Tz
he has itls
alzed If she 2
and
them

1] ampitn
pnather person
hold

vard the speaker In
it 1nd whils thpe

attidled

AN Slsip Lhem,

com

the are and

{ =tanding, or
n owav t ark er
win

T | f eultivated, will BUC-

stuilied

e don't
Bennle
any-

mmaell

over
tham, ODECRAUSE

ol tight gnd fan al
know anyithing about
Steinbush gays they don't never drink
thing but tea {1 Londor, Maybe me and Beh-
nle will get him to go down thera and drink &
lot of them and have some fun out of him

Wwell, good-by, Dave, T will thell ¥ou where
| am working the next time 1 write I { juit
TOM.

this combpany.
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ANSWERS TO MOVIE FANSR,
ETTT—Franciy Ford and Grace Uunurd are
B not married to each other, but they are
both working in Peg o' the ting
A. P.—lrving Cummings |s now in yvaude-
J- ville, but his last studio address was he
Horsley studio, Los Angeles, Cal
INTERESTING FAN—Thomns

N
A,

Chatter-

and William Russell ares both with
the American Mim Company at Santa Bar-
bora, Cal, Chatterten ia pluying lead ln the

new American serlal, The Secret of the Sub-
marine,
OT—Jack Dean, her husband in real lfe,
plaved opposite Fannle Ward In Tennes-
see’s Pardner, The film has been, or 8lse will
be, shown In all theaters ualng Paramount
pictures. (Charles Clary s a large mian, 5
fest 1 In helght, and welghs 195 pounds, He
lias dark halr and hagel eyves, and has beén 10
moving pletures for aomething ke five years.
Flis first blg hit was in The Rosary, s Sell
featurs,
P.\UL:\-—I;dwmd Coxen Is with the Americal
Filin Company, #227 Broadway, Chicags
T His ldtest play s Plerre Brissac the
Hrazen, and Lizetts Thorne plays opposite him-
CT.'R.IDL'S KITTY—Jack Plekford will not
b 20 untll the coming 18th of August
Mary Plekford will next be seen In & Dutch
play ealled Hulda from Holland. Marguerité
Clarke I8 under a long contract to play 19
Famous Players features, so there is no telllns
Just when, If ever, she will return i tho refu”
Inr stage. Wildlower was tue first film 12
which ahe appearsd, but nha‘ha- been (0 &

number of pholoplays since.




